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Michael Mantis was in search of the perfect bachelor pad 
when he found it just two doors down from where he 
already lived. Sure, it had good bones but it needed to be 

completely gutted to make it all his own. For that he enlisted the aid of 
Peggy Scinta of P. Scinta Designs, www.scintadesigns.com. The result was 

more than Mantis’ vision brought to life, it was awarded the 2013 Design of 
the Year as bestowed by the Las Vegas Design Center late last year. 
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a well-traveled man ::

1 Mantis’ mom gets her own unique space.

2. Sconces in the home’s entryway symbolize tusks.

3 The dining table is a single cut of a Thai Cham Cha tree trunk.

4 The master is contemporary with a little bit of traditional.

5 One of Mantis’ Zen refuges.
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“I originally brought Peggy in to redo 
the master bedroom suite in the house I was 
living in, but when I purchased the single-
story home our attention switched to that 
project,” said Mantis, a bachelor who shares 
his house with his favorite pampered pooch, 
Marley. “I was living in a two-story home but 
it had way too much room for just me. When 
I saw this house, it had an open floor plan and 
a nine-car garage -- I’m really big into cars 
-- so it seemed like the perfect fit. As soon as 
I walked in, I saw the vision. 

“I grew up in The Fountains and I wanted 
to stay there,” continued Mantis of the 
Green Valley neighborhood. “I really like the 
community. It’s small but it has big trees and 
grass. When you drive down the main drag, 
you’re under a canopy of trees. You can’t get 
that experience anywhere else in Vegas.”

The 2,988-square-foot home boasted 
vaulted ceilings, a central fireplace, sunroom, 
three bedrooms, two bathrooms and that 
coveted garage. After the remodel, the house 
grew to just under 3,800 square feet.

“My first impression was that the 
sunroom seemed like lost space, a real 
opportunity to have a superior great room 
by pushing out the back wall of the house 
to make it really big and wide open,” said 
Peggy Scinta, Mantis’ interior designer. 
“I was impressed by the footprint and the 
overall space, the height of the ceilings, the 

ability to tweak it but not so much because 
it was a really great subject to start with. 
We wanted it to look very sophisticated like 
the well-traveled man but very comfortable 
using sumptuous fabrics that are great to sit 
on and still look fabulous.”

Although he had never remodeled 
before, Mantis knew the home would need 
to be fully gutted and the bathrooms and 
kitchen would have to be updated. “Homes 
in the community were built between 1988 
and 1992. They have a lot of gold accents 
in them whereas I have a much more 
contemporary brushed stainless style,” 
revealed Mantis. “However, the bare bones 
of the house fit my vision. I anticipated it 
would take a year to complete, but it took a 
year and a half.

“I had a very hard time taking my vision 
and putting it down on paper,” continued 
Mantis. “Peggy and I collaborated by 
her listening to my ideas and pulling the 
vision from there, saying yes and no until 
finally we were on the same page -- not 
too modern, not too contemporary but 
somewhere in the middle. I knew what I 
wanted in my head but I couldn’t explain 
it. She helped me articulate what I was 
looking for. We spent time going through 
home magazines and finding things I liked 
and didn’t like. It was a true collaboration 
on both parts.”

“Mike already had 
some preconceived 
concepts of the kitchen 
area,” said Scinta. “He 
loved the idea of different 
toned woods and making 
it very contemporary. He 
had an inspiration photo 
which helped us a lot. 
Now that it’s finished, 
the kitchen is the bomb! 
For the rest of the house, 
he knew he wanted 
contemporary with a 
little bit of traditional 
mixed in. The traditional 
items still lean on the 
contemporary side. 
That’s what makes it 
work so well.

“There is a lot of 
wood in the house and 
a lot of stone as well. 
The TV wall is the same 

Crema Europa limestone as the fireplace 
but a different texture. We had to really 
think of how the wood and stone would 
work together. Sometimes it can be a 
disaster, so we spent time finding other 
textures that would work well with the 
different wood tones.”

Mantis loves to travel so Scinta 
incorporated elements ref lecting that in 
the design. Along the wall to the media 
room is a collection of vintage maps of 
the city of Rome, Italy. Framed prints in 
the laundry room are simple schematics 
of the subway systems to four major U.S. 
cities. The powder room sports three 
shadow boxes with African masks, and the 
great room rug is called Mombasa, a nod 
to its tribal feel. Sconces in the entryway 
symbolize tusks.

Actual mementos are few and far 
between. Mantis is a man who keeps his 
treasures to a minimum. A bookshelf wall 
in the kitchen holds some favorite books, an 
actual light saber from “Star Wars,” a whip 
made by the same company who created 
them for “Indiana Jones” and his collection 
of antique microscopes dating as far back as 
the 1600s. 

“He’s so neat – the perfect client,” said 
Scinta. “It looks exactly the same as we left it.”

(Continued on page 82)

a well-traveled man ::

 The powder room was 
completely updated.

The spacious shower is accented 
with leather-look tile.
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